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Wo. I. 


DECEMBER 1, 1939 


NEWS FRO FILA CUTER 

INC. WILL MONTHLY. ALD 
VALUE, SUP TARY OF ORGAN] 
AND WiLL ES 
PRG: PATE TO This. IS SENT TO 

YOW WITHOUT ChARGE AS A SERVICE OF THE AMERI+ 
CAN CEMVER. 


AMERICAN FOOTAGE 


Although Congress has not yet made an appropriation to cover distribu- 
tion activities of the U.S. Film Service, production under Pare Lorentz 
is going forward wndeunted. He himself has tro scripts before the cane 
era. BEHOLD TIE MAN is about unemployment in America. FIGHT FOR LIFE 
dramatizes the re ale Maternity Center. Based on Paul de Kruif's book, 
this, of all current department productions, is nearest completion. 


Joris Ivens is back from Ohio with nost of the footage for his rural 
electrification film POWER AND THE LAND. Robert Flaherty's picture for 
the AAA is grirding in the middle west. 


No longer circulating through the U.S. Film Service, but still available 
from film libraries, is THD PLOW THAT BROXZ THE PLAINS. Because they 
feel that conditions have changed for the better since the picture was 
shot, the areas concerned want their story broucht up to date. New maps, 
animations, and titles will be made when moncy is available. 


BACK TO WORK 


Reports from England indicate that after a brief suspension of produc- 
tion activity end much rushing of precious negative to the country for 
safety, things at the British Film Centre have pretty much resuzied their 
pre-war pacc. Rotha is back at work on his film for the LONDON TIIZS. 
Anstcy is finishing,one for the Gas Light and Coke Company, and Joun 


Taylor is carrying on with TI WORLD BEYOWD WAR, a city planning film 
started last spring. 


OW RECORD 


Now in the service of the Ministry of Information, Britain's Gencral 
Post Office film unit was doing hunch-work when the war broke. As the 
last days of August ran into Scptomber, GPO mobilized its cameras to 
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ON RECORD (Continued) 


record everyday London, just in cise something happened. The result- 
ing footage, intended only for library reserve, revealed itself as a 
story during the sorting process. Whipped into shape by Cavalcanti 

and his staff, THE FIRST DAYS nov stands as a faithful document of Lon- 
don life as the crisis set in. Not yet available in U.S. 


OUT OF THE WOODS 


Canada. is now counitted to the production of documentary films inter- 
preting Canadian life to the rest of the world. Legislstion-has re- 
cently been passed enabling the Motion Picture Buresu to launch a 
fairly ambitious documentary production program. John Grierson is in 
Ottawa where he will head these activities as Film Commissioner of 


Canada. Stuart Legg, formerly producer for Strand Films, London, will 
work with hin. 


INTERNATIONAL FILM CUNTER 


Incorporated in November, 1939, to facilitate the international éxehange 
of films of educational value, the International Film Center will oper- 
ate on a grant made by the Rockefeller Foundation to the National Com- 
nittee of the U.S.A. on Internationsl Intellectual Cooperation. 


Easg interchange depends on two things: one, an impartial evaluating 
body whose certificnte will satisfy o11 concerned that tue film is 
education, not propaganda; two, a coordinating body through which im- 
porters and exporters may efficiently contact each other. 


Signatories of the 1933 Geneva Convention enjoy such facilities through 
the League-sponsored Prris Institute of Cinenatogravhy, which issues 
certificates nnd acts as clearing house for distributors. Under the 
Convention, educational films circulete between signatories duty free. 


United States immorters and exporters laci: these modern convenicnces 
because this country has not ratificd the Genevn Convention. They 
must cope with tariffs, delay, non-standardizged definition of "educa- 
tional." It is the aim of the International Film Center to implement 
the Convention in the U.S., thus doing unofficially for educational 
film exchange what this government cannot do officially. 


The Center will coordinate existing machinery rather than set up its 
ovmm.e It is likely that the Motion Picture Project of the American 
Council on Education will act as the evalucting body. The Association 
of School Film Librarics, the Museum of Modern Art Film Library, the 
American Scandinavian Foundation, and the Institute of Pacific Rela- 
tions are among those who will particinete in physical distribution. 
Members of the Board of International Film Conter are James T. Shotwell, 
Gcorze F. Zook, Luther Gulick, Richard J. Walsh, Henry Goddard Leach, 
and William Berien. Executive Director is Donald Slesingor; Mrs. 
Margaret S. Summers is Assistant Director. The Center has its offices 
in the Amoricon Film Conter, 45 Rockefeller Plaga. 
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RECONSTRUCTED 


Salvaged from Federal film archives are nine new shorts designed for 
classroom use. Rescored and re-edited cooperatively by the Department 
of Agriculture and the American Film Center, the snorts and their ac- 
companying study guides are now circulating. Prints and guides may be 
purchased from the American Film Center. Titles include: ; 


How Animal Life Bezins 
The Prize Calf 
The Cicada 
Cane Sugar 
Swimming I 
Swinning II 
Swimming III 
Clouds and Weather 
Farm ani City 


GIRLS 


A new departure in institutional films is DESIGH FOR LIVING. Directed 
by Willard Van Dyke and photographed by Rover Barlow, this 16mm two- 
reeler interprets Sarah Lawrence as a progressive college. Abstruse in- 
stitutionalisnm is sidestepped by personalizing the education of one 
girl. Her development documents the methods and environment of the col- 
lege so attractively that sales appeal should be assured. The film was 
made for the use of the Alumnac Association. 


HEALTHY 


As its survey of oxisting films on public health nears completion, the 
American Film Center's scrutiny of filn possibilities in the field en- 
ters a now phasc. At the October Public licalth Conference in Pitts- 
burgh, the Center's Advisory Committee on Public Health planned a 
serics of new films to include consumer and nutrition angles. John 
McDonold, under the suspices of the Center, is worl:ing toward the 


finish of a drematic script on syphilis. Production is scheduled for 
1940. 


GROWTH 


Out this month came the revised first volume of the Association of 
School Film Librarics' catalog. To facilitate revision, the loose 
leaf binder contains mimeographed instead of printed copy. The swell- 
ing membership to whom this will go includes nearly all the large edu- 
cational film libraries in universities and public schools throughout 
the country. Listed for the first time, and not available elsewhere 
to educational institutions, are ten new MARCH OF TIME subjects, as 
follows: 

INSIDE THE MAGINOT LINE 

INSIDE NAZI GERMANY 

U.S. GOOD NEIGHBOR 

REFUGEE TODAY AXD TOMORROW 
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GROWTH (Continued) 


MAN AT THE WHEEL 
U.S. COAST GUARD 
INLAND WATERWAYS 
U.S. SECRET SERVICE 
PRISON REFOR: 

MEN OF MEDICINE 


HOLLYWOOD IN SCHOOLS 


Distribution set-up for the Commission on Human Relations Series of 
Shorts includes the services of James P. Mitchell, formerly of the 
Francis Parker School. The shorts are excerpted from Hollywood fea- 
tures to prelude classroom discussion of specific social, racial, and | 
personality problems. Mr. Mitcuell's job is to help teachers develop 
the discussion techniques on which effective use of the shorts depends. 


His personal appearances through the country are beginning to attract 
crowds. Returned from a two-weceks' tour in November, he estimated that 
he had contacted some 2,850 people. About two thousand of these were 
teachers and parents; the rest children and youth club leaders, That 
classroom use of films has becoie a live issue is evidenced not only by 
the unexpected turnouts, but by the enthusiasm of the discussions. 
Those few dic-hards who still denounce the novices for trespassing on 
school grounds, are shouted down, loudest of all by the kids... 


Having exhausted its supply of catalogs at the rate of 500 a month, the 
Commission is out with a new illustrated format which tops off previous 
material with quotes from classroom discussion, notes on study guides 

and provocative synthesis of the project's means and ends by chairman 

Alice V. Keliher. Cost-priccd at twenty-five cents, copics may be se- 
cured from the Commission on Hunan Reletions, Room 2867, 45 Roclzefeller 
Plaza... 


ART OR BOX OFFICE? 


By popular demand, the Museun of Moderu Art's Cycle, tracing the de- 
velopment of motion pictures from 1895 to 1932, ran seven times, with 
programs totalling 210 and attendance 112,865. When the cream of the 
Cycle was poured into 13 programs as an,encore, large crowds were still 
being turned away as the show played to a capacity house. 


SUCCESS 


In 1934 the Federal Housinz Administration started production on shorts 
to acquaint the public with the provisions of the National Housing Act. 
As of October 21, 1939, the Administration had set up its otm nation- 

wide distribution channels and achicved a totel of 99,993,565 paid box 
office attendances and 371,140 showings; and this, according to George 
Ven der Hoef, Chief of Radio and Motion Picture Sections, ct an esti- 

meted cost of not over 5% of the total motion picture budget. 
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HANDY 


Handsome, practical, and just out, American Film Center's circular de- 
scribes thirty selected 16mm films avnilable for nationwide consump- 
tion by clubs, discussion groups, trade unions. Designed to articulate 
the demand for non-theatrical films, the subjects are bracketed as 
follows: 
Public Administration 
Comunity Life 
Education 
a Ethnology 
Aninals 
Workers and Jobs 
Eealth 


Those interested may secure the list sinzly or in bulk through the Amer- 
ican Film Center, 45 Rockefeller Plaza. 


IMPORTED 


Andre Heyman's French Cinema Center, under direct supervision of the 
French Chamber of Commerce, now has 17 shorts produced especially for 
distribution in the United States. Five have English titles. Twelve 
have English comientaries. Outstanding ore: 


MONTMARTRE: A Villaze in Paris: Rene Clair 
THE FACE OF PARIS: Dnitri Kirsanoff 

THE STREET OF PAPER: Raymond Bernard 
PROFILE OF FRANCE: Abel Gance 

SYMPHOWIE PYRENECHNE: Rene Clair 

ARTERIES OF FRANCE: Jean Ipstein 
SOLUTIONS FRAWCAISES: Jean Painleve 

JEUNE FILLE DE FRANCE: Marc Allesret 
PROVEICE: Raymond Bernard 


A monthly newsreel will fly here via the Clipper and other additions are 
expected in spite ov the war. 


CYCLE 


Rominiscent of the Docunmentcry Film Festivel at the World's Fair, but on 
& much larger scale, is the iiusoum of Nodern Art's cycle in collabora- 
tion with the Association of Documentary Film Producers. Opening Noven- 
ber 27, it will run until Janusry 6. Daily showings will tealke place at 
the Museum, 11 West 53 Street at 4 o'clock. The only charge is the usucl 
Museum entrance fee of twenty-five cents, which is waived for members. 
The official pragran is nttached to this letter. 


A good look nt the series, entitled The Non-Fiction Film: From Uninter- 
preted Fact to Documentary, will reward you with an understanding of 

"documentary," that brand Of film which the Associntion stands so solidly 
behind. In the words of Richard Griffith, program noter of the cycle, 
"Since the word ‘documentary! defines not a kind of film, but a method 
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CYCLE (Continued) 


of approach to material, the documentary film may concern itself with 
any factual subject. Actually it hes concentrated oa those fields up- 
on which public interest is focussed in the world today. Some of the 

morc typical of these ficlds of interest are represented in the accon- 
panying prograns, ond serve to illustrate not only the technical neth- 
ods of the docunentsry film-naicers, but also the purposes they scrve 

and the sources of their sponsorship." 


Note: Now definite for Janusry 6 -t 12:00 is o- snecicl showing of 
EASTER ISLAND, John Ferno's outstanding docunentnry. Not definite, 

but hoped for, is a lnast-dny showing of films never before seen in this 
country, them Luis Bunvel's WITHOUT BREAD. 


ACADEMIC 


Eistory, Aesthetic, and Technique of the Notion Picture, = course con- 
ducted by the Museum of Uodern Aart for Colunbia University, is in full 
swing. Applications for the current semester cxceeded forty, the en- 
rollment limit, ond applicntions for the noxt semester sre coming in. 


Opened to the public on November 1, the Museum of Nodern Art Film Li- 
brery has long been - boon to those privileged to use it. In its new 
quarters the Library adds the luxury of semi-private working spacc to 
the advantages of well-stocked shelves. 


YARDSTICK 


Now complete and to be published shortly, is Richard Griffith's survey 
of films show ct the Now York World's Fair. under the auspices 

of the Americen Film Center, the study includes deta on credits, run- 

ning time, and vintege. The apprnisnls kecon, the contents clearly 
sketched. Vnlunble as a nenis of comparing styles and standards in the 


comercial and cducationnl ficlds. For copies write to the Amcrican 
Film Center. 


BRAND NEW 


Films, a quarterly of discussion and analysis, is off the press. Headed 
by Jay Loyda, it costs two dollrrs - year, ond may be subscribed to 
through Kamin Publishers, 15 West 56 Strect, New Yor!:. Current table 

of contents, which appears belov, slates nost of space for specific 

talk by experts in the field, the rest to theory ond scenarios. 


Towards a Kew Ethical Base Sewyer Falk 


The Cinenntized Child Harry Alan 
annotated by Edgar Dale Poterkin 


Bibliography of the Filn 
Writings of Harry Alan 
Potemkin 


Sound in Films Alberto 
Cavalcanti 
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BRAND NEW (Continued) 


fvo Scenario Adaptrtions: 
Descent to the Lover Dents Uaxin Gorky 
Translated by Baskshy 


Man's Fate 
A filn treatment of the enes Asce 
Malroux novel 


Filns nt the Foir Richard Griffith 
Film Music of the Quarter Kurt London 


Film Probless of the Quarter 


Fect into Filn in "Confcssions 
or Nazi Sper" David Wolff 


Dresatizins Housing Needs and 

City Plennin; 
in "The City" John Grierson 
in "Les de 1s. Hisére" Peul Strand 


Boot: Revicvws: 
"The Rise of the Amcricai. Film" 
by Lewis Jacohs 
"Docunentory Film" by Paul Rotha 
"Hollywood Sasa” by Villian de lille 


Current Periodicals 
"Pac," Filnindic 


Must 


The Rise of Ancricnu Filus, critical history by Lewis Jacobs, was pub- 
lished this north by Narcovrt, Brace and Cormany ot $4.50. Reviewed with 
respect, it is rapidly becoming * classic reference work. 


